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Never Ending Choices
There are numerous choices of shower doors and enclosures offered in a variety of prices. Whether you’re adding a new shower or upgrading an existing one, you’ll be making decisions on what to purchase. What style? What is involved in the care and maintenance? Do you want the hardware to match the rest of the room or contrast? Are there code requirements I need to know? Is the drain in the right place for the glass I want? How long will it take to get the glass installed? Do you want clear, frosted, etched, a color picture or patterned glass? Do you want towel bars and/or hooks on the glass? What is the cost? The list of questions can go on and on.
What Are Frameless Doors?
A frameless shower unit uses tempered glass (3/8″ to 1/2″ thick) which does not require the support of steel around the outside edges. Frameless doors and enclosures do include some metal for clips and hinges and when a U-channel is used. The result is a clean modern look. Frameless shower doors are popular because they allow beautiful  tiles and flooring styles to be seen and allow natural light to shine through. Clear glass shower enclosures make a bathroom feel larger and add elegance.
What Are Semi-Frameless Shower Doors?
When you want the appearance of a frameless shower enclosure but your design and/or budget limit you, semi-frameless shower glass can be a great choice. The difference between a frameless and semi-framed is the semi-framed will have the metal header bar across the top of the enclosure, three edges of the doors will be framed and the bottom will be framed.
What Are Framed Shower Doors?
There are a lot of very nice versions of durable framed shower doors due to sturdy lightweight aluminum mounting with stamina and support. All edges of the glass are framed. The tempered glass is thinner and weighs less in framed shower glass because the metal provides the needed strength.
Who Installs Shower Doors and Glass Enclosures?
Glass shower doors and enclosures can be installed by homeowners (depending on their skills) or glazier professionals. The shower enclosure will need to be measured after construction and tile work are completed. The measurements need to be as accurate as possible to ensure the fit when the installation occurs and to prevent as much water leakage as possible. The measurements are needed to have the glass manufactured. Tempered glass cannot be drilled or cut because it will shatter into small pieces. When a person is not completely confident in their skills, it is always best to hire a professional.






